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Xultun, Stela 20 


Front 


XUL:St.20 
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XUL: St. 20 
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LOCATION Facing Structure B-7, between 
Stelae 19 and 21. 


CONDITION It was discovered lying face 
up in 1921 by the CIW. The monument is 
broken into several pieces and has been 
badly damaged by roots and weathering. A 
largeramon tree was growing at the head of 
the stela and fell onitin 1974, causing some 
damage to the upper left-hand portion of 
the sculpture (the hand of the figure was 
obliterated, for example). 


MATERIAL Poor quality limestone. 


SHAPE Long shaft tapering to what prob- 
ably had been a rounded top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 3.12m 


PB 0.52 m 
MW 1.31 m 
WBC 1.31m 
MTh 0.52 m 
Rel 2.5 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front carved in relief; as 
on Stela 13, the sides are carved in a com- 
bination of intaglio bars and dots and in- 
taglio rilevato glyphs. 


PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw; based on field draw- 
ings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS That which is indicated as an 
altar for this stela may be nothing more 
than a pile of rubble. 
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Xultun, Stela 21 


LOCATION Northernmost of the four 
stelae set in front of Structure B-7. 


CONDITION The uppermost portion of the 
monument has never been found and may 
simply have disintegrated (owing to trees 
falling on it, trees growing into it, etc.). 
The rest of the stela is in varying degrees of 
conservation, from the well preserved top 
to the almost completely eroded central 
portion. The sides are badly eroded. The 
stela was discovered in 1921 by the CIW, 
and the large main fragment was turned 
over, photographed, and once again 
placed on its face. The lower part of the 
stela had not been exposed by the CIW and 
when, like the main fragment, it was 
turned over in 1975, it was in many pieces 
with portions missing. Before leaving the 
site the monument was again set face 
down. 


MATERIAL Poor quality limestone. 


SHAPE [Parallel sides. Shape of top un- 
known. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 2.90m 
PB approximately 


1.30 m 

MW 1.34m 

MTh approximately 
0.55 m 


Rel 5.5 cm 
CARVED AREAS’ Front and sides. 
PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw; based on field draw- 
ings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS A few small fragments were 
found which could not be reassembled. 
They are not included here, but a photo- 
graphic record of them (as well as draw- 
ings) is kept at the Peabody Museum. The 
glyph designation given by Morley has 
been slightly changed. 
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Xultun, Stela 22 


LOCATION This stela was discovered in 
1920 by the Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington, still in situ directly behind Stela 3 
and in front of the stairway leading up to 
Structure A-2. 


CONDITION Scarcely more than the bot- 
tom panel of the stela has been found, 
and this is quite eroded. No trace of the 
rest of the stela has been found. 


MATERIAL Poor quality limestone. 


SHAPE Unknown, although sides were 
probably parallel. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 0.86m 


MW 1.29m 
WBC 1.29m 
MTh 0.38m 
Rel 1.0 cm 


CARVED AREAS’ Front and sides. 


XUL:St.22 


5:77 
PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. Because Stela 
22 is set too close to Stela 3 to permit pho- 
tographing, a latex mold of its front sur- 
face was made in 1974, and the cast of 
this was photographed. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS Morley states in The Inscriptions 
of Peten that there are double columns of 
glyphs on the sides of Stela 22; they are 
in fact single columns on both sides. 
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Left side 


Right side 


Xultun, Stela 23 


LOCATION This stela is the westernmost 

of the three stelae set in front of Structure 
A-23. It was discovered in 1974 lying face 
down on top of its altar. 


CONDITION Deterioration began when 
the stela fell onto the altar and cracked, 
thus inviting the penetration of tree roots. 
The central part of the stela was com- 
pletely destroyed by them and then 
crushed by the weight of the ramén that 
was growing on it when discovered. 
Although the top of the stela looks rea- 
sonably well preserved, disintegration of 
the stone has reduced its thickness in 
some areas to no more than 3 cm. The 
sides are almost completely eroded or 
destroyed; nowhere has more than a third 
of the thickness survived. 


MATERIAL Very porous limestone. 


SHAPE Parallel sides with slightly round- 
ed top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 3.58 m 


PB 1.00 m 
MW — 1.58 m 
WBC 1.58 m 
MTh 0.73 m approx. 
Rel 2.5 cm 


CARVED AREAS’ Front and sides. 
PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS The stela could not be turned 
until much of its back had been removed, 
the sides suffering in the process. This 
decayed stone was in too poor a condition 
to allow reconstruction with epoxy 
cement. The fragments removed were 
placed on or near the altar, and several 
small fragments were buried in a hole 
marked by chaltecoc posts. 
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Xultun, Stela 24 


LOCATION This stela was found in 1974, 
lying face down in front of Structure 
A-23, between Stelae 23 and 25. 


5:83 


CONDITION Most of the stela has sur- 
vived in fairly good condition, although 
the stela is broken into three large and 
many smaller fragments. The areas near 
the breaks have suffered more than the 
rest of the monument from damage 
caused by tree roots. Well-preserved areas 
of the surface show traces of red paint. 
The carved surface is extremely irregular, 
with the design following the contours. 
The sides are more eroded than the front, 
but most of the damage has been caused 
by roots growing through the stela, a con- 
siderable reduction in thickness having 
occurred with this crumbling. Several 
fragments fell off as the monument was 
being turned and were left on the altar of 
the stela; they could not be cemented 
back into place because of their powdery 
condition. 


MATERIAL Porous limestone. 


SHAPE Parallel sides with slightly round- 
ed top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 3.44 m 
PB 0.87 m 
MW 1.45 m 
WBC 1,36 m 
MTh 0.68 m approx. 
Rel 2.6 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front and sides. 
PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS Eleven small fragments were 
buried in a small hole in front of the top 
fragment of the stela, surrounded by chal- 
tecoc posts. The three main fragments, 
however, were left lying on their sides. 
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Xultun, Stela 25 


LOCATION This stela is the easternmost 
of the three stelae set in front of Structure 
A-23. It was found in 1974 lying on its 
face. 


CONDITION A large ramén tree growing 
on the stela had caused two fragments to 
break off at the top and had destroyed 
large areas of carving, especially on the 
right-hand side of the front surface. 
When examined, even those parts show- 
ing well-preserved sculptural detail were 
seen to be in a precarious state because of 
rootlets that had penetrated close to the 
surface. Much of the thickness of the stela 
has been lost through flaking and ero- 
sion, and few details remain on the sides. 
As occurred with Stelae 23 and 24, many 
fragments fell off while the stela was 
being raised and were left on the altar. 
They could not be reattached with epoxy 
cement because of their crumbly condi- 
tion. 


MATERIAL Porous limestone. 


SHAPE Parallel sides with slightly round- 
ed top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 3.25 m 
PB 0.94 m 
MW — 1.48 m 
WBC 1.45 m 
MTh 0.75 m 
Rel 3.5 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front and sides. 
PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS Nineteen small fragments were 
buried face up in front of the large bot- 
tom piece of the stela in a hole marked by 
chaltecoc posts. 
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LOCATION AND ACCESS 


La Honradez 


The route we traveled during our visit in 1976 was similar to that taken by 
Morley in 1915. But whereas for him it was a mule ride of 50 km from El 
Cayo to the Rio Holmul, we were able to drive from Melchor de Mencos to 
the Rio Holmul campsite known as Paso Benchua along a seasonally pass- 
able lumber road. The distance from Rio Holmul to La Honradez was 
estimated by Morley as 28 km, i.e., a seven-hour journey, but we found it 
a nearly nine-hour walk. Much of this walk was along lumber or oil com- 
pany roads that were not too badly overgrown, and we followed a chicleros’ 
mule trail only for the last part, after leaving the truck road to Chochkitam. 

From Rio Holmul the lumber road takes a generally northwesterly direc- 
tion across hilly terrain for about 5 km before crossing a short stretch of 
bajo. After this, one travels for an hour toward the northeast to reach the 
camp of La Fisga; then after about 500 m a dry arroyo is crossed, and the 
trail again heads in a northwesterly direction. The camp of Piedras Negras 
lies on the arroyo of that name and is reached some 2 km after the change 
in direction. Some 5 km farther on, the Arroyo del Leén is reached where 
it empties into a bajo of the same name. After another 3 km, one leaves the 
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THE RUINS OF LA HONRADEZ 


5:93 


PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATIONS AT THE SITE 


NOTES ON THE RUINS 


truck road and heads northwest along a mule trail that leads to the La 
Honradez aguada. In passing along the last 4 km of this trail one notices 
many mounds, their density increasing as La Honradez is approached. 


Alfred Tozzer was the first archaeologist to visit La Honradez. In 1910, 
leading the Eighth Peabody Museum Expedition, he twice went to the site 
for two or three days, producing in that time the sketch map that, with 
some additions, has been the only one available until now. He also discov- 
ered all but one of the monuments. Morley, as a member of the first Central 
American Expedition of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, visited the 
site for five days early in 1915, photographing the monuments and collecting 
information about them. Blom, on a Tulane University expedition in 1929, 
discovered Stela 9, as it is called in the present work. Two years later, Eric 
Thompson visited the site. The data gathered on those expeditions were 
presented in The Inscriptions of Peten (Morley 1937-38, vol. 1, pp. 431-459). 

Since then, only looters have paid any attention to the site. In the years 
immediately preceding my visit, they removed the upper part of Stela 7 
and burrowed deeply into the structures. Fortunately Senor Abelardo Ven- 
tura, a guard employed by the Guatemalan Instituto de Antropologia e 
Historia, had in the course of his tours of inspection come across the site, 
which was still known to chicleros as Corozal as it had been in Blom’s time, 
and he led me to it in 1976. We stayed there from May 1 to May 17, during 
which time I drew and photographed the monuments and prepared the 
site plan with the help of Todd Greenbaum. 


The site plan published by Morley (1937-38, vol. 5, pl. 193a) is based on 
Tozzer’s sketch map. From Blom’s sketch map he incorporated Stela 9 
(called by him Stela 10) but not the eastern causeway that Blom had dis- 
covered. Morley probably confined his attention to the stelae and spent 
little time during his brief sojourns in examining the structures. However, 
Tozzer’s field notes (Peabody Museum Archives) contain several pages of 
architectural sketches and measurements. 

During the 1976 season the northern and western causeways were found 
and mapped. All the mounds shown in our plan were mapped afresh, 
although no claim of completeness is made for it. Still, it seems unlikely 
that much was missed, or that the site extends much farther in any direc- 
tion. There was little undergrowth, so that with good visibility a fairly 
thorough inspection of the surrounding terrain was possible. 

The heart of La Honradez is a large plaza, approximately 90 m east-west 
and 65 m north-south, in which all the stelae found at the site were set. 
The largest structure, A-21, forms the east side of the plaza, rising to a 
height of 17.5 m. Stela 9 was found by Blom on its stairway, and on top the 
walls of a temple can be distinguished among the rubble. North of this 
structure were found stone fragments that may be Stela 8, although this 
remains uncertain. 

On the opposite side of the plaza stand Structures A-23 (17.5 m high) 
and A-20 (9 m high); shortly before our arrival looters had tunnelled into 
the latter from three directions. The opening between these two gives 
access to Causeway 1, which slopes gently downward for a total fall of 
14 m before reaching the small Group D. 

The north side of the plaza is defined by an acropolis that incorporates 
Structure A-10, height 16 m, on its west side and what may well be a double 
ball court on the east (Structures A-12 to A-14). The court within the acro- 
polis is at a level 4 m higher than the plaza. 

The northeast corner of the plaza provides the exit toward Causeway 3. 
This, the longest of the three, forms a processional way to Group C, a 
collection of structures with heights ranging up to 5 m. Causeway 2 takes 
off from an assembly area north of the supposed ball courts and heads 
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north, falling approximately 30 m over its course. Beyond its terminus the 
terrain drops off more steeply. 

In his field notes, Tozzer mentions a large aguada north of the ruins, 
which was dry at the time of his visit. He also describes a quarry northeast 
of Group A and certainly within the limits of our plan. About 40 m in 
diameter, it contained an altar about 2 m in diameter and 0.55 m thick that 
was ready to be conveyed to the ruins and another slightly larger one that 
was broken and probably abandoned. 

It is the area south of the main plaza that holds the most complex and 
impressive groups at La Honradez. Structures A-26 and A-27, though badly 
ruined, rise 17.5 m and form the dominant feature of the south side of the 
plaza. Structure A-29 remains in much better condition. Several chambers 
of the temple are intact, and there is a mask carved on the north side. The 
front of the structure, however, has collapsed. Measurements and sketches 
of the temple can be found in Tozzer’s field notebooks. 

Structure A-59, 15 m high and one of the largest at La Honradez, stands 
somewhat apart from the group of structures south of the main plaza; it 
consists of a complex substructure topped by the low remains of a temple. 

The aguada to the south, about 500 m distant, seems to be a fairly reliable 
source of water throughout the year. 


Stelae 1 to 7 and Stela 9 


1. The top of Stela 5 was called Stela 9 by Morley, and his Stela 10 is here 
redesignated as Stela 9. 

2. Stela 8 is so badly crumbled that any carving it may have had is no longer 
discernible. 


MORLEY, SYLVANUS G. 
1937-38 The Inscriptions of Peten. Carnegie Institution of Washington, Publication 
437, 5 vols. Washington, D.C. 


5:95 


sam onesie 


La Honradez, Stela 1 HRZ:St.1 
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LOCATION This stela was still erect when 
found by Tozzer in front of Structure A- 
27; but Morley’s photograph shows a 
large crack not far above the base. By 1976 
the shaft had broken at this point, and 
the stela was lying on its side. 


Left side 


CONDITION The lower fragment was not 
found and, in view of the poor quality of 
the stone, it may simply have crumbled. 
Two small fragments of the shaft were 
found, but the missing upper part is pre- 
sumed to have decayed into small pieces. 
Traces of red paint were found on the 
front and sides. 


MATERIAL Limestone. 


SHAPE Parallel sides; shape of top 
unknown. Tozzer records in his field 
notes that the butt increases greatly in 
thickness at a certain distance below the 
base of carving. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 
PB 
MW 
WBC 
MTh 
Rel 


2.36 m plus 
0.35 m plus 
1.04 m 
unknown 
0.65 m plus 
5.5 cm 


CARVED AREAS All four sides. 


Back stereophotos 


PHOTOGRAPHS Left side and lower part 
of front: Morley. Others: von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light and 
on other details taken from Morley’s pho- 
tographs. 
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La Honradez, Stela 


LOCATION Tozzer found the surviving 
fragment of this stela lying on its face 
between Structures A-24 and A-25. Its 
position in 1976 was rather more distant 
from Stela 1 than is indicated on the plan 
published by Morley, but it may have 
been moved at some time. 


CONDITION The fragment has not deteri- 
orated since its discovery; the front being 
fairly well preserved, the sides badly 
eroded. 


MATERIAL Soft limestone. 


Front 


SHAPE Form of shaft unknown. Tozzer 
recorded in his field notes that the butt 
increases in width abruptly at some dis- 
tance (apparently about 25 cm) below the 
base of carving. Presumably these shoul- 
ders were set just below floor level. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 0.98 m 
PB 0.41 m 
MW 1.03 m 
WBC unknown 
MTh 0.31 m 


Rel 1.0 cm 


HRZ:St.2 
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CARVED AREAS The front and left sides 
are carved, so it seems likely that the oth- 
er side was also carved. (Morley failed to 
distinguish carving on either side.) It is 
impossible to tell whether or not the back 
was carved. 


PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS In his field notes, Tozzer 
records an altar about 1.5 m in diameter 
on the south side of the stela, partly cov- 
ered by rubble. 
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Left side 


La Honradez, Stela 3 


LOCATION Tozzer found this stela on the 
west side of the main plaza, standing in 
front of Structure A-23, 


CONDITION In 1976 the stela was still 
standing, although a tree growing on top 
of it had split off the top, which suffered 
further breakage in the fall. The stone has 
become very soft, and only small areas 
retain any detailed carving. Nevertheless, 
traces of red paint were found on the 
front and right side. 


MATERIAL Very porous limestone. 


SHAPE Unknown. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 
PB 


2.15 m 

0,36 m plus 
1.40 m 

1.40 m 

0.43 m (reduced 
by flaking) 

6.0 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front and right side. 
Severe damage caused by flaking makes it 
impossible to tell whether the left side or 
back were carved. 


PHOTOGRAPHS Upper fragment of front: 
CIW. Remainder: von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 
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HRZ:St.3 


5:104 La Honradez, Stela 4 


LOCATION This stela is still standing in 
front of Structure A-20 on the west side of 
the main plaza. 


HRZ:St.4 
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CONDITION The front is weathered but 
less than most stelae at this site. Large 
areas of the sides have been weathered 
away. Since Morley’s time two amate trees 
have dislodged the top of the stela, which 
fortunately suffered little damage in the 
fall; the upper parts of the sides, however, 
were damaged. Traces of red paint can be 
seen on the sides. 


MATERIAL Limestone. 
SHAPE Parallel sides with a flattish top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 2.81 m 
PB 0.58 m plus 
MW 1.42 m 
WBC 1.42 m 
MTh 0.90 m approx. 
Rel 2.8 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front and sides. The back 
is now affected everywhere by flaking, 
but Tozzer records in his field notes that 
some of the original surface was remain- 
ing and that it showed no trace of carv- 
ing. 


PHOTOGRAPHS Front: R. E. Merwin. 
Sides: von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS Tozzer records an altar 0.90 m 
in diameter that was situated 1.7 m in 
front of the stela, but this was not seen in 
1976. 
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Left side 
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LOCATION When found by Tozzer the 


stela was lying face down in front of 
Structure A-10. The butt is still in situ. 


CONDITION The shaft broke into three 
pieces when it fell on its altar, as Tozzer 
suggested in his field notes. The carved 
surface of the front is in good condition, 
with only a few losses at the breaks; the 
sides are badly affected by weathering. 
Large areas of the front show red paint, 
of which there are also traces on the 
sides. 


E F MATERIAL Limestone. 


SHAPE Parallel sides with a squared-off 
top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 2.67 m 
PB 0.90 m plus 
MW 1.39 m 
WBC 1.39 m 
MTh_ 0.71 m (reduced 
by flaking) 
Rel 3.5 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front and sides; in Toz- 
zer’s view the back was apparently plain. 


PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS’ von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light, with 
some details taken from Merwin’s (1910) 
and Morley’s photographs. 


REMARKS Considerable confusion sur- 
rounds this stela. Morley (1937-38, vol. 1, 
p. 450) describes it as broken into three 
pieces, yet he illustrates only the largest 
piece; the other two fragments he 
describes and illustrates as Stela 9. And 
Tozzer published a drawing of them as 
Stela D of Nakum. 
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LOCATION Tozzer found this stela still 
standing on the north side of the main 
plaza in front of Structure A-11, on the 
axis of its stairway. 


CONDITION The top of the stela has fall- 
en away in small pieces, and its general 
condition is poor. There are patches of 
red paint in the upper left corner and 
under the headdress. 


MATERIAL Porous limestone. 


SHAPE [Parallel sides; shape of top 
unknown. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 2.28 m 
PB 0.41 m plus 


MW 1.54 m 
WBC 1.50 m 
MTh_ 0.91 m 


Rel 4.5 cm 


CARVED AREAS’ Front and sides. 


1 
PHOTOGRAPHS Front: CIW (the lower 
left-hand edge falls outside the field of 
the negative). Sides: von Euw. 
2 DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 
Areas now missing were drawn from CIW 
photographs. 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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Right side 
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La Honradez, Stela 7 
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LOCATION When found by Tozzer the 
stela was unbroken and standing on the 
north side of the plaza, in front of Struc- 
ture A-11 near its southeast corner. The 
stela has since been broken: the butt and 
lower zone of carving remain in situ, but 
the larger upper fragment was illegally 
removed to California in the early 1970s 
and sold to the San Bernardino County 
Museurn. 


CONDITION The butt fragment has not 
deteriorated significantly since Morley’s 
time, but the carved surface is not in 
good condition (though traces of red 
paint do remain on the mask). The frag- 
ment in California has been heavily, and 
badly, restored. The back and sides of it 
have disappeared and may have either 


crumbled or been discarded by the looters. 


of 


Left side 


MATERIAL Limestone of poor quality. 


SHAPE Parallel sides with a fairly rectan- 
gular top. 


DIMENSIONS HLC 2.68 m (Morley) 
PB 0.28 m plus 


MW 1.34 m 
WBC 1.34 m 
MTh 0.87 m 
Rel 2.3. cm 


CARVED AREAS Front and sides, and 
almost certainly the back, according to 
both Tozzer and Morley, although they 
disagreed over the number of glyph col- 
umns., 


PHOTOGRAPHS CIW. A small portion of 
the upper edge is cut off in this photo- 


graph. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on a field 
drawing of the mask corrected by artificial 
light, on a drawing by Graham of the 
fragment in California, and on CIW pho- 
tographs. 


La Honradez, Stela 9 


MATERIAL Porous limestone. 


LOCATION The stela was found in 1928 
by Blom. It had fallen on the stairway of 
Structure A-21. 


CONDITION All traces of carving have 
disappeared from two adjacent faces of 
the shaft, and hardly more than traces 
remain on the other two sides, here called 
arbitrarily the front and left side. The ste- 
la, or what remains of it, is broken into 
several pieces. 


Front 


SHAPE Parallel sides; shape of top 


unknown, 


DIMENSIONS Ht 
MW 
MTh 
Rel 


2.45 m 
1.08 m 
0.73 m 
1.3 cm 
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CARVED AREAS Front and left side, at 
least. 


PHOTOGRAPHS von Euw. 


DRAWINGS von Euw, based on field 
drawings corrected by artificial light. 


REMARKS This stela was called Stela 10 
by Morley. 


HRZ:St.9 Uaxac tun 


5:120 5-121 


LOCATION AND access. ~=© Uaxacctun lies near the foot of an extensive belt of contorted karst terrain, 
which runs through north-central Peten in an arc bulging toward the south- 
east. In places, the edge of this hilly region forms a steep escarpment over- 
looking large areas of bajo; some 50 km west of Uaxactun the escarpment 
becomes a precipice along the foot of which runs the nascent Rio San 
Pedro. 

Near Uaxactun, a seasonal stream comes out of the hills to pursue a 
rather ill-defined course along the foot of the hills, tending a little east of 
north, later becoming a tributary of the Rio Azul. Uaxactun thus stands 
near the watershed between the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean. 

Groups A, B, and C of the ruins were constructed on a ridge that rises 
to a maximum height of about 40 m above the plain. Other groups occupy 
less elevated ground some 800 m to the southeast. Low ground in between 
has been cleared as an airfield, on both sides of which a village has grown 
up. The aguada which supplies much of the water for the village (as it must 
have in antiquity) lies at the foot of the slope up to Group A. This aguada, 
however, has been known to dry out completely, most recently in 1978. 

During the Carnegie Institution’s many seasons of work at the site, the 
staff used to ride in with mule trains from El Cayo, a four-days’ journey; 
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PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATIONS AT THE SITE 


El Cayo, in what was then British Honduras, was reached by motorboat 
from Belize, ascending the river of the same name. 

Air service to Uaxactun, established in the late 1930s with Trimotors for 
the purpose of bringing out chicle, largely supplanted other means of 
reaching Uaxactun for the next forty years, until a road from Flores was 
driven through to Tikal, with a track suitable for four-wheel-drive vehicles 
opened up from there to Uaxactun. This track was greatly improved by 
grading in 1984. Another road now leads from Flores via San Andres, El 
Zotz, and Santa Cruz; though hardly more than a logging road, it provides 
an alternative route to Uaxactun now that air service to the village has 
ceased. This road continues past Uaxactun to Dos Lagunas. 

On the 1:500 000 map of the Central Lowlands area, published at the end 
of Volume 3 of this series, a site is shown to the east of Uaxactun with the 
name Ramonalito. At the time of my visit to those ruins in 1978, I was 
unaware that a note by A. Ledyard Smith on the same site, under the name 
El Paraiso, had been published in Ricketson and Ricketson (1937, pp. 295, 
296). The latter name has therefore been used in the accompanying map 
of the area. 


The ruins were discovered by Sylvanus Morley in May 1916. Among his 
chiclero guides, the aguada and campsite near the ruins were known at that 
time as San Leandro, but only a few years later as Bambonal. Aware of the 
impermanence of such names, Morley at once gave the ruins their present 
name ("Eight-stone”) in recognition of Stela 9, the first Baktun 8 monument 
to be discovered. 

Morley’s first visit was brief, and it was not until 1924 that serious inves- 
tigation of the site began. Acting for the Carnegie Institution, Frans Blom 
spent two months making a plane-table survey (helped at first by Monroe 
Amsden) and taking notes on architecture and sculpture (Blom 1924). The 
plan he so rapidly made formed the basis of the one published by the 
Ricketsons (1937). 

In January 1927, a five-year contract to excavate having been granted the 
Carnegie Institution, the first season of excavations began under the lead- 
ership of Oliver Ricketson. The daunting logistical problems faced by the 
expedition were undoubtedly eased by the commencement a year or two 
earlier of large-scale chicle gathering in the region through which their 
supply route ran. The wide tracks cut by the P. W. Shufeldt Company for 
their mule trains and the regular traffic of these must have helped consid- 
erably. 

Largely because of Blom’s suggestion that Structure E-7 and the three 
buildings on a mound to the east of it might have functioned as an observ- 
atory (Blom 1925), this group became the initial focus of activity. Interest 
in Group E was sustained with the discovery of E-7 sub, followed by 
excavations in the plaza in an attempt to establish a chronology of floors, 
stela settings, caches, etc., in the course of which Mamom pottery was first 
encountered. 

After 1930, attention was turned to other parts of the site. By far the 
greatest effort was concentrated upon Structure A-5, a large palace complex 
that proved to have a long and complicated building sequence. No attempt, 
however, can be made here to review the many excavations in this and other 
structures or their results; they have been fully published by Ricketson and 
Ricketson (1937) and A. L. Smith (1950), with studies of the ceramics by R. 
E. Smith (1955) and Smith and Gifford (1966), and of the artifacts by Kidder 
(1947). The principal excavators during the course of the whole undertaking 
were O. G. Ricketson, A. L. Smith, R. E. Smith, and E. M. Shook. Other 
operations of particular interest in the present context were the excavation 
of stela settings by A. L. Smith starting in 1928, the remapping of Groups 
A and B by Shook in 1935, Morley’s study of the sculpture in 1928, and 


NOTES ON THE RUINS 


A NOTE ON THE PLAN OF THE RUINS 


records made by the Smith brothers of monuments discovered after that 
date—the whole body of sculpture being published in The Inscriptions of 
Peten (Morley 1937-38). Lastly there was the excavation of Structure B-13, 
which resulted in the discovery of mural paintings. As is so often the case, 
this occurred near the end of the final season of work at the site in 1937; 
fortunately, however, there was time for the artist Antonio Tejeda F. to be 
summoned from Guatemala to make copies, as the murals have not sur- 
vived. 

In 1940 A. L. Smith and Shook returned to Uaxactun in order to resolve 
by excavation various points that had arisen during preparation of the final 
reports (Kidder 1940, p. 269). Shook came back to these ruins once again 
in 1974 for the purpose of restoring Structure E-7 sub, which had received 
no attention since the excavation program ended. He was assisted by vol- 
unteer workers and funds provided by Earthwatch. Since then the structure 
has been kept weeded by a resident guard maintained by the Guatemalan 
Instituto de Antropologia e Historia. 

In 1978, presumably at the vernal equinox, Anthony Aveni came to the 
site to take fresh measurements of the critical directions defined by the 
Group E “solar observatory” (Aveni 1980, p. 280). 

My own work of recording the sculpture anew was carried out in 1978 
and 1979. 

In 1982 the Tikal National Park was extended to include Uaxactun, El 
Zotz, and Yaxha. Soon after, a program of restoration was begun at Uax- 
actun by the Instituto de Antropologfa e Historia. Structure A-18, which 
had suffered a partial collapse two years previously, was stabilized and 
partially restored, as was Structure E-10. 


The setting of the ruins and the various components of them have been 
described in detail in the published works cited above. In the succeeding 
years there have naturally been changes as a sizable village grew up among 
them. The airfield, cleared soon after the cessation of excavations, was sited 
with a northeast-southwest orientation, one edge of it passing within about 
100 m of Structures D-5 and D-16. Houses have been built on both sides of 
the airfield, extending as far as the foot of the causeway up to Group A on 
one side and on the other reaching the edge of the main plaza of Group D. 
The track leading westward between Groups B and C passes through a 
basin of level ground where the village burial ground is sited, before 
descending the north slope of the hill and crossing the arroyo. The men of 
the village, who are nominally engaged in the gathering of chicle and shate 
palm fronds, are not entirely devoid of interest in archaeology (of a kind). 
In spite of this, there has not been much recent disturbance of these ruins. 


The accompanying plan was prepared from that of Blom and Amsden as 
emended by Ricketson and Smith, which was published in Ricketson and 
Ricketson 1937. Into this were inserted elements of the detailed plan of 
Group E from the same publication and Shook’s plan of Groups A and B 
published in Smith 1950. Some features owe their delineation to my own 
measurements. 

One problem in drafting this plan has been Blom’s manner of repre- 
senting mounds. Ideally, all the unexcavated mounds would have been 
inspected and redrawn according to the convention employed elsewhere 
in the Corpus, but the dense and thorny vegetation encouraged by forty 
years of firewood gathering, etc., made this course impracticable. Some of 
the mounds that it was possible to examine were redrawn by eye, without 
measurement. The mounds of Group C, which is particularly difficult to 
explore at present, do not seem to be plotted very accurately on this map. 

As has been done previously when redrawing site plans originally pub- 
lished by the Carnegie Institution, the roman numerals used in them for 
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REGISTER OF INSCRIPTIONS AT UAXACTUN 


NOTES 


structure numbers have been replaced by arabic for the sake of legibility 
and compactness. An unfortunate consequence in the case of Uaxactun is 
recognized: the altered appearance of the familiar A-V and E-VII sub. 


Stelae 1~10 
12~23 
25, 26 
Altars 1, 3 
Altar of Stela 1* 
Altar of Stela 18 
Altar of Stela 19 
Mural 1 


1. Stela 11, which was found lying face up and broken into several pieces, 
was certainly carved but no longer shows recognizable elements of 
design. 

2. Only the butt fragment of Stela 24 was found by Morley (1937-38, p. 
179), and it was seen to bear very faint traces of the bottom 46 cm ofa 
glyph panel. No photograph was taken by the CIW, and recent efforts 
to find the piece were unavailing. 

3. Altar 2 existed as an unsculptured altar set independently. Itis discussed 
in connection with Stela 3. 

4. Altar 3, newly designated as such, is the fragment found in the fill 
covering Stela 26 in Structure A-5. 

5. A stela fragment not recorded by Carnegie Institution workers was found 
on the embankment below the south end of Structure B-1. Because of its 
small size, poor condition, and lack of hieroglyphic elements, the 
description and illustration of Fragment 1, as it is now designated, will 
be limited to this note. 


MATERIAL Limestone breccia. 


DIMENSIONS Ht 0.58 m 
MW 0.63 m 
MTh 0.36 m 
Rel 2.0 cm 


CARVED AREAS Front only. 


PHOTOGRAPH AND DRAWING Graham. 


Front 


*To be reproduced on page directly after Stela 1 in Corpus volume 5, part 3. 
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